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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1, 11 and 22 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 1 line 1 , change "USB" for -Universal Serial Bus (USB)-. 
In claim 1 1 line 1 , change "USB" for -Universal Serial Bus (USB)-. 
In claim 22 line 5, change "USB" for -Universal Serial Bus (USB)-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

v 

— Craims-1^5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Arnett et 
al (US 5,735,708, hereinafter Arnett). 

Regarding claim 1 , Arnett discloses a wall plate (10), comprising: a first surface; 
a second surface opposite the first surface; and four side edges connected to the first 
and second surfaces (see figure 1), wherein the wall plate (10) defines: a first opening 
(15) extending from the first surface to the second surface (see figure 1), wherein the 
first opening (15) is adapted to receive a USB connector (column 3 lines 30-33); and a 
second opening (see figure 1) extending from the first surface to the second surface 
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(see figure 1), wherein the second opening is adapted to receive an indicating light (see 
figure 1 or column 3 lines 30-33) 

Note: It has been held that the recitation that an element is "adapted to" perform 
a function is not a positive limitation but only requires the ability to so perform. It does 
not constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. In re. Hutchison, 69 USPQ 138. 
Therefore these limitations ('adapted to receive a USB connector" and "adapted to 
receive ah indicating light) have not been giving any patentable weight 

Regarding claim 2, Arnett discloses the wall plate (10), wherein the wall plate- 
(1 0) is fabricated from an insulating material (column 3 lines 34-37). 

Regarding claim 3, Arnett discloses the wall plate (10), wherein the first surface 
includes a planar portion (see figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 4, Arnett discloses the wall plate (10), wherein the first surface 
includes a tapered portion (see figure 1). 
^gardlng,dai m _5,.ArneW 



(15) is a rectangular-shaped opening (see figure 1 ). 

3. Claims 11, 12, 18 and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tsai (US 6.466,434). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Tsai discloses a USB wall plate (see figure 2a), comprising: 
a first surface; a second surface opposite the first surface; four side edges connected to 
the first and second surfaces (see figure 2a); and a printed circuit board (see figure 2a) 
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having a USB hub circuit (see figure 2a) connected thereto wherein the printed circuit 

board is connected to the second surface (see figure 2a) 

Regarding claim 12, Tsai discloses the wall plate (see figure 2), wherein the USB 

hub circuit (see figure 2a) includes a plurality of USB connectors (21 ). 

Regarding claim 18, Tsai discloses a wall plate (480 or see figure 4), wherein the 
USB hub circuit includes: a downstream USB connector (column 4 lines 5-13) that 
extends through a first opening defined by the wall plate (see figure 4); and an 
indicating light (42) associated with the downstream USB connector, wherein the 
indicating light extends through a second opening defined by the wall plate (see figure 
4), 

Regarding claim 20, Tsai discloses the wall plate (480 or see figure 4), wherein 
the USB hub circuit (see figure 3) includes a power supply (36). 

Regarding claim 21, Tsai discloses the wall plate (480 or see figure 4), wherein 



Regarding claim 22, Tsai discloses the wall plate (480 or see figure 4), 
comprising: a first surface; a second surface opposite the first surface; four side edges 
connected to the first and second surface (see figure 4); and means for transmitting and 
receiving a USB signal (see figure 3), wherein the means for transmitting and receiving 
the USB signal is connected to the second surface (see figures 3 and 4). 
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Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

forth^n P tlnTo^oHh\1SX h °^ 9h T?" * n0t ' Mca ^ disclosed ° f Scribed as set 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein, 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

Claims 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Arnett et al (US 5,735,708, hereinafter Arnett) in view Pritchard et al (US 6,222,124, 
hereinafter Pritchard) 

Regarding claim 6, Arnett discloses the claimed invention except for the wall 
Plate defining a plurality of first openings extending from the first surface to the second 
surface. Pritchard teaches a wall plate (104 or see figure 3) having a plurality of first and 
second openings (see figure 3). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to make Arneit's wall plate with a plurality of 
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first openings as taught by Pritchard to provide the wall plate with more openings to 
attached more data or electrical connectors. 

Regarding claim 7, the modified Arnett discloses the claimed invention except for 
the wall plate defining four first openings extending from the first surface to the second 
surface. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was make the wall plate with more openings, since it has been held that 
mere duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in 
the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 3 USPQ 8. 

Regarding claim 8, Arnett discloses the claimed invention except for the second 
opening being a circular-shaped opening. It would have been an obvious matter of 
design choice to change the shape or the second opening from rectangular to circular, 
since such a modification would have involved a mere change in the shape of a 
component. Where the instant specification and evidence of record fail to attribute any 
^gnificanc^(noveLor_unexpected-results)-to-a-pa 
generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art. Span-Deck Inc. 
V. FabCon, Inc., 215 USPQ 835. 

Regarding claim 9, Arnett discloses the claimed invention except for the wall 
plate defining a plurality of second openings extending from the first surface to the 
second surface. Pritchard teaches a wall plate (104 or see figure 3) having a plurality of 
first and second openings (see figure 3). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make Arnett's wall plate with a 
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plurality of second openings as taught by Pritchard to provide the wall plate with more 
openings to attached more data or electrical connectors. 

Regarding claim 10, the modified Arnett discloses the claimed invention except 
for the wall plate defining four-second openings extending from the first surface to the 
second surface. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to make the wall plate with more openings, since it has 
been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves only 
routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 3 USPQ 8. 

5. Claims 13-17 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tsai (US 6,466,434). 

Regarding claim 13, Tsai disclose the wall plate (see figure 2a), wherein the USB 
hub circuit includes an upstream and a downstream USB connector (column 1 lines 29- 
39);_but lacks having four downstream connectors. It would have been obvious to one 



haVing ° rdinary ski " in the art at the time the invention was made to add more four or 
more downstream connectors, since it has been held that mere duplication of the 
essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper 
Co. v. Bemis Co., 3 USPQ 8. 

Regarding claim 14, the modified Tsai discloses the wall plate (see figure 2a), 
wherein each of the four downstream USB connectors extend thVough openings defined 
by the wall plate (see figure 2a). 
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Regarding claim 15, Tsai discloses the wall plate (480 or see figure 4), wherein 
the USB hub circuit includes an indicating light (42). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the wall plate 
with a plurality of indicating lights, since it has been held that mere duplication of the 
essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper 
Co. v. Bemis Co., 3 USPQ 8. 

Regarding claim 16, the modified Tsai discloses the wall plate (480 or see figure 
4), wherein the USB hub circuit includes four indicating lights (see figure 4). 

Regarding claim 17, the modified Tsai discloses the wall plate (480 or see figure 
4), wherein each of the four indicating lights (see figure 4) extend through openings 
defined by the wall plate (see figure 4). 

Regarding claim 19, Tsai discloses the claimed invention except for the USB 
hub circuit including a plurality of downstream USB connectors and a plurality of 
associated indicate 



the art at the time the invention was made to make the wall plate with a plurality of of 
downstream USB connectors and a plurality of indicating lights, since it has been held 
that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill 
in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 3 USPQ 8. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Rnke et al (US 6,421,941), Hunt (US 6,593,530), Shaky et al 
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(US 6,723,922), Wakino (US 6,491,541), Nguyen (US 5,485,356), Gaines et al (US 
3,432,611) discloses a wall plate assembly. Huang (US 6,722,917), Chang (US 
6,563,714) and Kikinis (US 5,841 ,424) disclose a USB hub assembly. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext: 31, The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 



Angel R. Estrada 
May 24, 2004 
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